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This short film follows the legendary punk-era band on a cultural exchange visit to 

Cuba. The 2019 journey, and the group’s climactic shows at Havana’s Teatro Mella, 

fulfilled a 40-year dream of founding guitarst Chris Stein. 

OPENING NIGHT AT THE KEY WEST AMPHITHEATER &
RECEPTION AT THE AUDUBON HOUSE AFTER THE SHOW

      KWFF
      OPENING
NIGHT

The Beach Boys sang a lot about cars in their 1960s heyday, so it’s kind of perfect that this 

intimate documentary about their visionary composer Brian Wilson takes the form of 

a roadtrip. Ride along with Brian and Rolling Stone editor Jason Fine as the pair travels 

though Wilson’s life and times. Directed by Brent Wilson (no relation).

PRE-RECOREDED Q&A 

With BRENT WILSON 

AND DAVID FEAR OF 

ROLLINGSTONE.COM

BRIAN WILSON, THE VISIONARY POP GENIUS OF THE BEACH BOYS,
TAKES A ROADTRIP THROUGH HIS LIFE AND TIMES.





Writer-director Mike Mills (Beginners, 20th Century Women) is back after a 6-year-break 
with this contemporary odyssey about a roadbound journalist (Joaquin Phoenix, sans Joker 

make-up but in full shambling mode) and the 9-year-old nephew (the exceptional young 
British actor Woody Norman). As the pair venture out to take the pulse of America, they 
come to learn a lot more about each other, and themselves. The film is notably shot in 
gleaming black-and-white by the Irish cinematographer Robbie Ryan (The Favourite). 



Sean Baker brings his latest film “Red Rocket,” about washed-up male porn star Mikey 
Saber (Simon Rex, who made appearances in adult films briefly before moving onto to 
careers as a model, MTV VJ, rapper and actor) who returns to his hometown on the Gulf 

Coast of Texas to sort his life out – and engineer his way back into the biz. 

Baker is a writer, director, producer and editor who has made seven independent 
features in the past two decades, films notable for their keen sense of realism and 
for drawing sensitive performances from non-professional actors. Closest to home 
for Key West viewers is The Florida Project (2017), which scored actor Willem Dafoe 
and Oscar nomination, and the filmmaker the prize for Best Director from the New 
York Film Critics’ Circle. Tangerine (2015) won an Independent Spirit and two Gotham 
Awards. Starlet (2012), which screened at the inaugural Key West Film Festival, won 
the prestigious Robert Altman Independent Spirit Award. 

THE FESTIVAL WELCOMES SEAN BAKER TO KEY WEST TO ACCEPT THE 
INAUGURAL GOLDEN KEY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN FILMMAKING.

2021 KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS
G O L D E N  K E Y  A W A R D  F O R  E X C E L E N C E  I N 

F I L M M A K I N G



2021 KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS
G O L D E N  K E Y  A W A R D  F O R  B R E A K T H R O U G H

F L O R I D A  D I R E C T O R

An aging jockey (Clifton Collins Jr.), hopes to win one last title for his longtime 
trainer (Molly Parker), who has acquired what appears to be a championship horse.  
But the years – and injuries – have taken a toll on his body, throwing into question 
his ability to continue his lifelong passion.  And the arrival of a young rookie rider 

(Moises Arias), who claims to be his son, and whom he takes under his wing, 
further complicates the path to fulfilling his dream.

Instilled with an immediately engaging realism by filmmakers Clint Bentley and 
Greg Kwedar, JOCKEY takes audiences inside the “backside” of racetrack life in a 

way no other film has. Filmed at a live racetrack in Arizona, and featuring real 
jockeys, JOCKEY reveals the true rider experience – real life, behind the track.

THE FESTIVAL WELCOMES BENTLEY TO KEY WEST TO ACCEPT 
THE INAUGURAL GOLDEN KEY AWARD FOR BREAKTHROUGH 

FLORIDA DIRECTOR.

Bentley, who was raised on a Florida cattle ranch and 
graduated from Stetson University in Deland, Fl., came to 
fimmaking after a stint of other jobs, including stints as a 
day-laborer and journalist. He co-wtote and produced the 
border patrol thriller “Transpecos” (2016), and was named as 
one of Moviemaker Magazine’s 25 Screenwriters to Watch in 
2017. Jockey, which premiered at Sundance 2021 in US 
Dramatic Competition, is his directorial debut. 



Adapted by playwright Stephen Karam from his Tony Award-winning 

production, The Humans is a multi-generational family drama set at a 

Thanksgiving celebration in lower Manhattan. The all-star cast includes 

Amy Schumer, Beanie Feldstein, Steven Yeun, June Squibb and Richard 

Jenkins, playing members of s Pennsylvania family whose deepest fears 

come to light along with the holiday turkey. 

AMY SCHUMER I BEANIE FELDSTEIN I STEVEN YEUN I  JUNE SQUIBB I  RICHARD JENKINS



Two women coincide in a hospital room where they are going to give birth.  
Both are single and became pregnant by accident.  Janis, middle-aged, doesn’t 
regret it and she is exultant.  The other, Ana, an adolescent, is scared, repentant 
and traumatized. Janis tries to encourage her while they move like sleepwalk-
ers along the hospital corridors.  The few words they exchange in those hours 
will create a very close link between the two, which by chance develops and 

becomes complicated, changing their lives in a decisive way. 





This documentary short explores the life and work of early 20th century gay illustrator J.C. 
Leyendecker, whose artwork often harbored LGBTQ imagery in plain sight. Although he was 

among the top commerical artists of his era, Leyendecker’s legacy is little-known today – 
but it won’t be after audiences learn about his pioneering legacy.

KWFF
SATURDAY
AFTERNOON

Key West Film Festival is proud to welcome the fourh film from 
distinguished alumnus Jeffrey Schwarz, whose prior films I Am Divine, 

Tab Hunter Confidental and The Fabulous Allan Carr all played the fest. 
The filmmaker returns with the colorful story of Silver Screen legend 

Gloria Swanson’s star-crossed attempt to turn “Sunset Boulevard” – her 
greatest moment – into a musical. The film also tells the story of her 
collaborators, creative and life partners Dickson Hughes and Richard 

Stapely, in something that could only happen in Hollywood.



THE LEGENDARY SPANISH FILMMAKER PEDRO ALMODOVAR REVISITS THE 
CLASSIC JEAN COCTEAU MONODRAMA

The screening includes a special 
recorded conversation between Pedro 
Almodovar, Tilda Swinton and Eugene 
Hernandez, director of the New York 
Film Festival, where the film recently 
had its American premiere.

The great German actor Frank Rogowski (Transit) gives a performance of “quietly piercing 
vulnerability” (Variety) as a gay man who is repeatedly imprisoned under Paragraph 175, 

a West German law that made homosexuality a crime and remained on the books until 1994. 
The second film from Austrian director Sebastian Meise won the Jury Prize at this year’s 

Un Certain Regard sidebar in Cannes.



Blending a Cold War thriller and a romantic tale of forbidden queer love, 
director Peeter Rebane’s FIREBIRD tells a based-on-a-true-story of two 
Estonian pilots in the Soviet Air Force pursuing an illegal affair amidst 
a torrid love triangle that threatens their safety, their careers, and their 

relationship with a childhood friend.





The world’s most-popular jazz musician is far from its most respected, a cultural 

gap that filmmaker Penny Lane (Our Nixon,Nuts!) explores in this dryly humorous, 

thought-provoking documentary. Its focus is not so much its titular subject – the 

celebrated (and scorned) pop instrumentalist Kenny G. – but about the fashioning 

of taste itself. A generous conversation with the performer is juxtaposed with a 

chorus of his critics, and a bounty of the G-man’s soothing melodies. Love him or 

hate him, by the end of the movie you may be hearing his music with new ears.

L I S T E N I N G  T O

Q& A WITH DIRECTOR PENNY LANE



A crew of theatrical bus drivers stage an unlikely amateur 
adaptation of the Ridley Scott space-horror classic.

Q&A WITH DIRECTOR DANIELLE KUMMER

In Dorset no one can hear you scream.



Douglas Tirola’s thrilling documentary portrait of famed composer and conductor Leon-

ard Bernstein expertly tells the story of an immigrant son who became a phenom as the 

visionary and exuberant conductor of the New York Philharmonic, and, then for decades, 

the face of classical music for the nation. Bernstein joyfully responded to the clamor of 

his times, matching his passion for music with an unyielding commitment to political 

engagement while, as Tirola reveals, wrestling with what he called “the demons” of his 

hidden sexuality.  We see Bernstein as a tireless participant in the anti-war and civil rights 

movements and a factor in the de-escalation of tensions between the U.S. and U.S.S.R. 

Incredibly Tirola uses Bernstein’s own voice almost exclusively to turn the maestros 

life story into a call to action for artists and the people that believe in the arts to create 

change in our society today with the goal of bringing freedom and respect to all people.

Q&A WITH DIRECTOR
DOUGLAS TROLA



A Rocky for oenophiles, this documentary tells the go-for-it story of four 

friends from Zimbabwe who flee starvation in their homeland to become 

South Africa’s leading sommeliers. They form Zimbabwe’s first-ever team

 to compete in the Olympics of the wine world: The World Wine Blind 

Tasting Championships.

A film by Robert Coe

FOLLOWING THE FILM AT THE TASTING ROOM IN WILLIAMS HALL





A failed tennis prodigy (played by Alex Lutz) decides to strive for one last hurrah and 
enters the qualifying rounds for the French Open. At 37, his faulty knee is crumbling 
but his drive is relentless, despite the concerns of his mother (Kristin Scott Thomas) 

and wife (Ana Girardot). 



From Academy Award-winning writer and 
director Paolo Sorrentino (Il Divo, The Great 
Beauty, The Young Pope), comes the story of a 
boy, Fabietto Schisa, in the tumultuous Naples 
of the 1980s. The Hand of God is a story full of 
unexpected joys, such as the arrival of foot-
ball legend Diego Maradona, and an equally 
unexpected tragedy. Fate plays its part, joy and 
tragedy intertwine, and Fabietto’s future is set 
in motion. Sorrentino returns to his hometown 
to tell his most personal story, a tale of fate and 
family, sports and cinema, love and loss.



FLORIDA FOCUS
& ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT



Welcome to the 15th anniversary screening of perhaps the most Florida film ever: 
Cocaine Cowboys. Billy Corben’s classic documentary captures the “Wild West” 

scenario fictionalized in the NBC hit Miami Vice: the world of Colombian drug cartels, 
sleazy smugglers and a skyrocketing homicide rate that remade Miami from a sleepy

retirement community into America’s murder capital – albeit, a glamorous one!

1 5 TH  A N N I V E R S A R Y
S C R E E N I N G

2 0 2 1  K W F F  F L O R I D A  F O C U S

Special Guest 
Billy Corben
Conversation about the 

15 years and the 
development of the 

series that will cover the 
progression of the film 

to franchise.



West Palm Beach native Edson Jean shines as part of the Key West Film Festival’s Florida focus. 
His low-budget indie debut tells a story the filmmaker knows from his own family’s life, as a 

Haitian-American health care worker named Ludi (Shein Mompremier) struggles to achieve the 
American Dream, while dealing with multiple obstacles. 

Q&A WITH DIRECTORS



Nell Teare has brought home not one but two coveted Jury Awards from the 
Key West Film Festival. She was lead actor in the 2018 Best Short Film Winner 
Hot Water and directed the 2019 Best Short Film Winner Always Remember 
Me, so it’s fitting that her feature film debut Bolivar features her as both lead 
actor and director and will be making its World Premiere at this year’s Key 
West Film Festival. In Bolivar, when Maggie’s addict brother shows up on her 
doorstep asking for help, she is forced to make sense of a reality that may not 
be what it seems. Nell will be with us in the Keys for the World Premiere of her 
directorial debut.

2021 KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS
A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T

N E L L  T E A R E



OUTDOOR
SCREENINGS



SING-
ALONG

Join in for KWFF’s for a special screening of the sing-along edition of 

Moulin Rouge! Baz Luhrmann’s Bohemian rhapsody will be shown 

outside at the Perry Hotel. The extravagant jukebox musical gets 

even saucier with a special guest performer Epiphany.

2 0 TH  A N N I V E R S A R Y
S C R E E N I N G

Special Guest 
Performer:

Epiphany!



KWFF CLOSING NIGHT
S U N D AY  |  N O V E M B E R  2 2  |  6 : 3 0  P M

T H E  P E R R Y  H O T E L

WORLD PREMIERE

One of the most intimate & authentic performances of Clapton’s entire career.

Features Layla, Bell Bottom Blues, Black Magic Woman.

Available on multiple physical & digital formats.

THE LADY IN THE BALCONY:
LOCKDOWN SESS IONS

www.ericclapton.com   www.whereseric.com   www.mercurystudios.co

US/NAm/EU square admatEC_TLITB-LS_Sq_AdMat_SEPT2021_.indd   1EC_TLITB-LS_Sq_AdMat_SEPT2021_.indd   1 9/1/21   4:06 PM9/1/21   4:06 PM

His 2021 concerts at the Royal Albert Hall canceled due to the pandemic, British 
guitar hero Eric Clapton decided the show must go on. He took his band to the 
countryside to record and film these live performances for an audience of one: 
Clapton’s wife Melia, the “lady in the balcony.” She’ll have plenty of company when 
the concert doc screens outdoors as the festival’s annual closing night event.

F R E E  S C R E E N I N G



SHORT
FILMS



WORLD COMEDY SHORTS
A collection of comedic films from around the world that are funny in any language.

WORLD DRAMATIC SHORTS
Powerful stories selected from submissions from over 35 nations, a mix of both narrative and documentary.

FLORIDA SHORTS
from the panhandle to the Keys, the most talented filmmakers across Florida showcase their latest work.

STUDENT FILMMAKER SHORTS
Submitted from schools across the globe, the winning films will recieve cash prizes totalling $3ooo as part of the Kimberly Peirce Scholarship for Student Filmmakers Sponsored by the Diana King 
Foundation.

KEY WEST HIGH SCHOOL SHORT FILM SHOWCASE
Key West High School’s award winning “Conch 5 Studios” is one of the nation’s top rated high school television production programs, sending NINE films to the National High School Film Awards in 
New York. For the past 24 years, director Ed Smith has strived to provide an integrated program where media, present & future, creatively converge in a classroom with a  “If you can dream it…you can 
do it” attitude.  The goal of Conch 5 studios is to provide students with the skills, attitudes, & knowledge necessary for success in any professional workplace and graduate with a toolbox of media skills 
useful in any chosen career while providing an atmosphere where learning is fun and relevant.

MONDO SHORTS
A collection of raunchy, over the top, NSFW, definitely don’t bring your kids short films that will have you gasping in laughter.

KWFF SHORT PROGRAM



Key West High School’s award winning “Conch 5 Studios” 
is one of the nation’s top rated high school television 
production programs, sending NINE films to the National 
High School Film Awards in New York. For the past 24 
years, director Ed Smith has strived to provide an inte-
grated program where media, present & future, creatively 
converge in a classroom with a  “If you can dream it…
you can do it” attitude. The goal of Conch 5 studios is to 
provide students with the skills, attitudes, & knowledge 
necessary for success in any professional workplace and 
graduate with a toolbox of media skills useful in any 
chosen career while providing an atmosphere where 
learning is fun and relevant.

KEY WEST
HIGH SCHOOL
SHORT FILM
SHOWCASE



The Key West Film Festival and The Charles and Lucille King Family Foundation are 
pleased to announce the creation of the Diana King Memorial Fund, in memory of 

the Foundation’s founder and longtime President and Chair, an outstanding 
philanthropist recognized for her commitment to educational opportunities in 

film, television and other media, who passed away in 2019. 

The five-year grant from the Foundation, beginning with the 10th Anniversary of 
the Key West Film Festival November 17-21, 2021, will support Key West Film Festival’s 

annual celebration of film and filmmakers, as well as student film awards and 
educational initiatives..

Diana King grew up in the world of television, a daughter of the late Charles King 
(who founded King World Productions in 1964) and his wife Lucille King. King World 
became the leading distributor of television syndicated programming in the United 

States, including such iconic series as The Little Rascals, Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy!, 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, Inside Edition and Dr. Phil. Diana began working in the 

accounting department of the family business in 1972, and at the time of King 
World’s acquisition by the CBS Corporation in 2000 served as Executive Vice 

President, Corporate Secretary and Director.

Diana established the Foundation in 1988 to support individuals and organizations 
committed to educational excellence and professional development, in particular in 

film, television and other media. During her 30-year tenure as Board Chair and 
President, the Foundation awarded hundreds of scholarships to students with a 

focus in film, television and related media/communications studies at colleges and 
universities around the country, in many instances to individuals who would have 

been financially unable to continue their studies without this assistance. In a
ddition, the Foundation has acted as a longtime sponsor of programs at several 

leading cultural and educational institutions around the country.



PANELS &
SPECIAL EVENTS



THE KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS ITS SIXTH ANNUAL GOLDEN KEY 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN COSTUME DESIGN HONORING

PAUL TAZEWELL

KWFF is pleased to announce the recipient of its 6th 
Annual Golden Key for Excellence in Costume Design 
- Paul Tazewell. Mr. Tazewell, whose latest work can 
be seen in the upcoming release of Steven Spieberg’s 
West Side Story, will join Deborah Landis for a 
thrilling conversation at the festival.

Tazewell’s most recent work included 2020’s 
Hamilton, wich won him a Costume Designers Guild 
Award 2018’s Jesus Christ Superstar Live in Concert, 
for which he received and  Emmy nomination, and 
2018’s Harriet.

Moderated by Dr. Deborah Landis, a former 
Costume Design Governor of the Academy of 

Motion Picture Arts & Sciences and an Academy 
Award-nominee. 

West Side Story



Get insights on the best films of the year, early predictions of the 
Oscars, and thoughts on the general state of film criticism in a 

continually changing media landscape. 



This movie’s title is quite literal for its protagonis. 
Young Syrian musician Omar (Amir El-Masry) finds 
himself in a purgatorial state as a refugee set down 
on a remote island in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides. 
Along with others awaiting news of their status, 
Omar waits – while director Ben Sharrock under-
scores his existential plight with dry, downbeat 
humor and absurdist interludes.

Curated by: 
Carlos Agular of

the Los Angles Times

2021 KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS
C O F F E E  W I T H  T H E  C R I T I C S



A fable of toxic masculinity in this period drama 
about two cattle-ranching brothers. 

The Australian performer won international acclaim early on for his portrayals of sensitive 
yet worldly young men. He won the 2007 AFI Award for Best Young Actor for his debut in 
Romulus, My Father, and then impressed American audiences as Viggo Mortensen’s son in 
John Hillcoat’s gripping action-drama The Road. Next, he landed the coveted role of a bul-
lied boy who finds friendship with a child vampire in Let Me In. Smit-McPhee will appear in 
a post-screening conversation pre-recorded with IndieWire chief editor Eric Kohn.

KODI SMIT-MCPHEE TO APPEAR IN POST-SCREENING CONVERSATION FOR  
THE INAUGURAL GOLDEN KEY AWARD FOR BREAKTHROUGH ACTOR.

Curated by: 
Carlos Agular of

the Los Angles Times

CLOSING NIGHT
C R I T I C S  C H O I C E

KWFF AWARDS  WILL BE 
AFTER THE SHOW! 

Director Jane Campion offers a fable of toxic masculinity in this period drama about two 
cattle-ranching brothers. Actor Kodi Smit-McPhee will be honored with the Golden Key Award

 for Breakthrough Actor for hos performance. 

2021 KEY WEST FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS
G O L D E N  K E Y  A W A R D 

F O R  B R E A K T H R O U G H  A C T O R



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20  I  FOLLOWING CLOSING NIGHT FILM  I  SAN CARLOS
JOIN THE KWFF 2021 VIPS, FILMMAKERS, STAFF, AND LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR

AN EVENING CELEBRATING THIS YEAR’S AWARD-WINNING FILMS.

AWARDS CELEBRATION & CEREMONY



FOUNDING BOARD

BROOKE CHRISTIAN

STEPHEN ANANICZ

ETHAN CROOKS

MAXINE MAKOVER

GEORGE FERNANDEZ

ADVISORY BOARD

GILES ANDREWS

STEPHEN BELBER

LIZ BLOOMFIELD

BRIAN BROOKS

SHANE CARRUTH

STEVE DOLLAR

AMANDA HARVEY

EUGENE HERNANDEZ

SEBASTIAN JUNGER

ERIC KOHN

ANNE O’SHEA

ANGUS MACLACHLAN

ANSON MOUNT

DEBORAH NADOOLMAN 
LANDIS

KIMBERLY PEIRCE

AMY SEIMETZ

LORI SINGER

PAUL VERHOEVEN

BOB YARI

AMY SEIMETZ

LORI SINGER

PAUL VERHOEVEN

CELIA WESTON

BOB YARI

BILLY CORBEN

We’d like to extend our gratitude to the fine 
collection of organizations shown below. 
Each of these companies or groups has 
generously donated their services, money, 
and/or time to help make this year’s Key 
West Film Festival possible, and for their 
contributions we are grateful.
 
When your situation calls for something that 
falls into the area of one of our sponsors, we 
sincerely hope you will consider supporting 
those that have chosen to support us.



ONE PASS TO RULE THEM ALL!
BUY ALL YOUR ALL ACCESS PASS NOW! $379

VISIT WWW.KEYWESTFF.COM


